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	The Menominee community, including the reservation and county, has been struggling through the recent ongoing recession.  The community was hit significantly harder than most communities, due to the economic conditions existing prior to the onset of the recession.  The Menominee community’s unemployment rates annually reach double digits and over one third of the population lives below the poverty guidelines as indicated by the 2000 U.S. Census.  The recession has intensified these conditions, as in 2010 the unemployment rate hit nearly 20%, which did not account for the chronically unemployed.  According to a recent report by the Bureau of Indian Affairs labor force, 44% of enrolled members are unemployed and 31% of those who are employed live below the poverty standards.
	The College of Menominee Nation on the Keshena Campus has recognized a need to provide access to high-speed internet services and technology-based community education to the public.  Currently there are two computer labs on the campus, however they are dedicated exclusively to academic and student use.  The proposed Comprehensive Community Technology Center will be open to the public seven days a week.  This resource will assist the community in honing their knowledge in computers, internet use and resources, especially for employment exploration, different types of software, and other technology issues.  The technology center is based on the integrated use of the center for technology-based community education and technical diploma job training, which will allow the center to generate program income, based on tuition and community education fees, as well as provide free and limited-fee community access to needed broadband technology.
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